WHY DO THEY LEAVE?

 (True Repentance vs. The Unpardonable Sin)

(A Sermon, Preached…)
 9:57-62; (61-62);

(61)
“And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.

(62)
And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Many scholars have studied and debated the customs of biblical times that would seem to have some bearing on this man’s request to bid farewell to his household before he followed Jesus. In this instance, it doesn’t matter what the customs were. The same problems exist today. Before anyone will follow Jesus, they must first “Go make sure things are alright at home.” That can take forever. We spend our lives making sure that things at home are being taken care of.


Jesus said that any person that first puts his hand to the tasks in His vineyard, and then, for whatever reason, “Is looking back”, is not fit for the kingdom.


But what does, “No Man... Looking Back Is Fit For The Kingdom.” really mean?

Fit:
“Well adapted or suited for a purpose or an occasion; suitable by reason of qualifications; suitably prepared or ready; worthy or deserving.”

Jesus said that no man, who will not concentrate on the task at hand, has in him what it takes to partake of the kingdom of God. Therein lies the answer to why people leave the gospel: they simply don’t have the wherewithal to contribute to it or to partake of it. With the added burden of the gospel, their lives get worse until they are forced to relinquish their claims on salvation. Looking back will never prepare anyone to look forward. Dwelling on what I’ve given up will never prepare me to receive anything.

I Co 9:10;

(10)
“Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.”

All who work toward a goal should expect to benefit from their labors once that goal has been realized. Jesus said that those that are continually looking back are so caught up in what they’ve left that they can never see any future benefit. Eventually, those looking back will go back to the things they’ve been dwelling on.


Hope tells us that what we’ve been promised, by faith, we will receive. Everything that the Lord has promised us is carried under an agricultural theme. Everything that is planted must be hoped for. The harvest is at all times in the hands of another. If the sower considers himself an enemy of God, his crops must be left in other hands until the harvest.


In like manner, we must hope for all that we do to come to fruition. We cannot allow ourselves to be distracted by day to day reports that our efforts have not availed us anything. We too must await the harvest.
The Unpardonable Sin

M’t 12:30-37; (30-33);

(30)
“He that is not with Me is against Me; and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad.

(31)
Wherefore I say unto you, all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against The Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.

(32)
And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against The Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world or the world to come.

(33)
Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.”

Many say this unpardonable sin can no longer be committed. That idea doesn’t exist in the word of God. The cross of Christ didn’t abolish the unpardonable sin. True repentance is our only escape from it. Before I make any remarks on this statement, look at what both the writer of Hebrews and Peter said.

Heb 6:4-8; II Pe 2:17-22;

(4)
“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

(5)
And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,

(6)
If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame.”
(7)
“For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:

(8)
But that which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.”
 (17)
“These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

(18)
For they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

(19)
While they promise liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

(20)
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and over¼come, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

(21)
For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

(22)
But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, “The Dog Is Turned To His Own Vomit Again; And The Sow That Was Washed To Her Wallowing In The Mire.”

Obviously, leaving is not inconsequential. The gospel declares that leaving is eternal and eternally damning. Hebrews states that it is impossible to be renewed again unto repentance while Peter used the very argument that Jesus used: their end is worse than their beginning.


In every instance, it goes back to their entanglements in the cares of this world. Here we find reasons that their end is worse than their beginning: there is no salvation available to them.

1.
They crucify Jesus to themselves afresh and put Him to public shame.

2.
They entice others, through sensual deceptions, to return unto the wanton lives they had escaped from.

3.
They are again entangled in the pollutions of the world and are overcome therein.


How can so-called children of God do such a thing? We must understand the mind-set. The gospel did all it was designed to do to put them where they were before they fell away.


They were enlightened, they sampled the heavenly gift, they partook of the Holy Ghost, they tasted the good word of God and the powers of the world to come. If after experiencing all that they still returned to the world, what can bring them back to the gospel? If the first crucifixion is proven inadequate, will a second crucifixion do any better?


When Jesus said, “It is finished.” He meant it. Nothing exists extra-biblically that will save those who will not be saved through biblical means.


There are no provisions in the word for those who choose to believe that what Jesus did is simply inadequate for their tastes. God won’t satisfy those the gospel can’t satisfy. Can Jesus be crucified again upon Calvary? Or worse yet—Has the blood of Jesus, shed on Calvary, lost its power?

“No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Moreover, I must add; nor will he ever be as long as he looks back. These examples are not of people who never really got involved; who simply had a casual affair with religion. These people partook; they had clean escaped; and yet they turned back to their own wicked ways to wallow in their own wantonness.


What would be the mind-set of a person in this state? Look at the mind-set of the Pharisees that prompted the Lord’s statement about the demons. The very people that the gospel was entrusted to called the central figure of their religion evil. How can they be saved when the only person that can save them is Himself possessed of a devil? I say again: there is no salvation available to them.


So, just what is the unpardonable sin? It is when one does not believe in what the Holy Ghost shows us in Jesus. “Sins against the Son shall be forgiven, but sins against the Holy Ghost shall never be forgiven, no, not in this world nor in the world to come.” Why? Because it is the Holy Ghost that will lead us into all Truth. He will lead you to Jesus and He places Jesus in you. If you toss Him out, how then can you be introduced to Jesus? How can Jesus be planted in your soul? It will not happen in this life and nor in the next.


Our natural inclinations and impressions concerning Jesus and the Father can be forgiven because like all natural sins, they spring from our sinful nature. But once the Holy Ghost has shown us the Truth and has witnessed it Himself in our hearts, our continued disbelief gives God no recourse in the matter.

M’t 12:43-45;

(43)
“When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.

(44)
Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.”
(45)
“Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be unto this wicked generation.”

This person is overwhelmed by evils he thought he had clean escaped. With no way out of this dilemma, he is indeed evil.


When we come to Christ, it is easy to rid ourselves of our demons. However, once we are rid of them if we neglect to invite Jesus in to dwell in those spaces left empty by our “housecleaning” we leave ourselves open to our past owners. It may take months, it can take years, but one day the demons will return.


If, when they return, they find you have not allowed Jesus to be the Lord of the house, they will move back in. Look at what the Lord said: “He finds it swept and decorated.” You can be living in a great Christian lifestyle. You can be a leader in a Christian organization; head of this and in charge of that. However, if they find that you are devoid of all things spiritual, you’re in deep trouble.


This does not mean that you never asked Jesus to save you or the Holy Ghost to fill you. What it does mean is that you never really meant a word of it. In Acts 8, Simon the sorcerer; “believed and was baptized”, but it was later told him that he; “had neither part nor lot in godly matters for his heart was not right in the sight of God.” He believed to his own aggrandizement, to capitalize on the gifts of the gospel without assuming its responsibilities.


But does all of this answer our question? Why do they leave? We have found several answers so far.

1.
They are not fit.

2.
Their hearts are not right in the sight of God.

3.
Their personal demons return to dwell in their old digs.

4.
They fall away to the things of this world.

5.
They are enticed by teachers who are themselves the servants of corruption.

6.
They are overcome by their entanglements in this world.

7.
The gospel, its message, its Messiah and its messenger are all woefully inadequate.


Pray that none of these reasons apply to you or anyone you know. For all of these reasons, carry with them eternal damnation. Are you sitting in here listening to me and it’s already too late for you to be saved? Are you working in church and the mist of hell’s darkness is reserved for you?
Here’s a test to see who’s in charge of your household.
How much of God can you stand?

How long can you stand to be in His presence?

When do you consider God to be “in your way”?

How much of your day is dedicated to pure study?

How does the will of God figure in your prayers?

Can He get you to do what you ask Him to do in prayer?

How often will you change your plans to suit God?

How dependent are you upon your relationship with God?

Are you active in church, working as a team member?

Do you Tithe and above that give an offering?

How much have you changed since you got saved?

Can the word of God correct you?

Who do you fear most?

Who do you wish to be with most?

Who do you fear losing most?

Has the Truth made you free or simply set you free?

The truth is, you are made free and not set free because independence from God is the epitome of evil.


When one is made free, the Maker of that freedom is in charge of the procedures that will ultimately bring about the freedom to be attained, and the recipient of that freedom is usually obliged to the One responsible for that freedom in the first place.


When one is set free, however, one is left to one’s own devices and is obligated to no one. Ungodly independence is the singular goal of all that is satanic.

 “Don’t do what God says do; or be what God says be.”
“You must realize and develop self to its full potential”.

“You are your own gOD”.

“Find your own peace from within.”

All of these statements, and the doctrines that go with them, are diametrically opposite to the truths taught in the word of God. If the devil can get you into the frame of mind that will allow these lies to become truths, you’re all his.


Christian service is no guarantee that you are saved. Christian service should never depend upon Who you are. It should arise out of Whose you are. If your service glorifies your efforts, the gospel will soon become inadequate.


Simon the sorcerer proved that money won’t work. For an understanding of why we give, one needs only to study the sacrifices, and offerings of the Old Testament. They were given as payment for sins committed or given out of gratitude for a punishment rescinded or a judgment repealed. In any case and in every case, the offering was owed. Even the free will and peace offerings were given in return for something God had already done or promised He would not do.


Whether you go or stay, if your heart is not right with God you haven’t repented; you are here for the wrong reasons.


If you are a child of God simply to be appeased by God, you are here for the wrong reason.


If you think you got saved just to miss hell and continue to do whatever you wish, you are here for the wrong reason.


If you are here to prove something to us, you are here for the wrong reason.


If you are here to prove that you are better than anyone else, you are here for the wrong reason.


If you are here to prove us wrong, you are here for the wrong reason.


If you are here to prove something to God, you are here for the wrong reason.


If you are here to prove God wrong, you are here for the wrong reason.


And if you are here for any reasons that are remotely similar to those listed above, you will leave because, what you are here for, you will not achieve; you are here for the wrong reasons.


There is only one reason to be here, and only one reason will keep you here. That you may work in God’s vineyard, God’s way.


There is only one way to work successfully God’s way. That’s God’s way on God’s terms.

I Thess 5:24;

(24)
“Faithful is He that calleth you, who will also do it.”

For this verse to be fulfilled in you, Jesus must be in complete and total control of your life. God is faithful, whatever He tells us to do, He is willing to accomplish it Himself through us.

Ph’p 1:6;

(6)
“Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”

We can be just as confident as Paul was. Once God has begun He will not stop until the job is done. He will work until death or Jesus comes but, He will never just quit.


Here, more than any other reason, is why they leave: God’s work in them was never started. Everyone was invited in; God the Father, Jesus and The Holy Spirit, but, not one of them could get anything accomplished.
True Repentance
II Co 7:10;

(10)
“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”

We can all be sorry for many things and that sorrow can make us feel guilty for the rest of our lives. But feeling sorry won’t keep us from committing sins. Wallowing in guilt has never lead to repentance. An outside, objective appraisal of our conditions must be made. That appraisal, for it to do us any good, must come from the gospel.


Godly sorrow begins the work toward repentance. It prepares us to receive the salvation that Jesus died to provide for us. When we are told by the gospel that the death of Jesus is the only thing that will free us from the vicious circle of sin and sorrow, we are again sorry for our sins, but this time it’s a godly sorrow, and we, through the gospel, seek the godly remedies.


Salvation is the primary remedy. When wrought out of godly sorrow, it is not to be repented of. There will never be a reason to repent, or change your mind about your salvation.


You will never have doubts about whether you are saved or not. You will never wish to relinquish your relationship to the God that brought you your salvation.


But the sorrow that is of the world, leads to death. This sorrow may cause you to stop doing certain things for a while, or even forever. But simply feeling sorrow or remorse will not change your nature. The danger is that changing your habits without changing your nature will give you the false belief that you can carry on without the gospel. If, after the gospel has identified certain things in you and by being sorry you forsake them without the aid of the gospel, you’ll be lead to believe that there is good in you after all.


It’s possible to come to church, repent of all past sins, and use the tools of the gospel to live a relatively decent life.


It’s possible to intellectually accept Jesus and then merely adopt His ideas without accepting His Lordship over your life.


But, somewhere down the line, you will repent of this new lifestyle and the off-brand salvation you’ve constructed through your own earthly interpretation of the gospel.


The only way the gospel can be so blatantly cast off, so completely thrust out of one’s life, is that it was never actuated in the inner man.

Eph 3:16;

(16)
“That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man.”

Many so-called bible scholars have never accepted the Lordship of Jesus as a reality in anyone’s life. The tenets of the gospel can dictate a person’s life without Jesus ever being consulted. Lord, Lord; we did thus and thus! “I never knew you; we never talked; you never asked; I never answered; who are you?”

This phenomenon rises out of one’s desire to meet God on one’s own terms. The inner man is never strengthened because Jesus is never consulted and the Holy Spirit is never welcomed.


Truth strengthens, but it also changes. The very truth you are avoiding is the very truth you must accept to allow God the opportunity to change what He must to strengthen where He may.

Find the one truth you’ve been dancing around and you’ll find the key to your obstinacy and your biggest stumbling block.


Every truth that you eliminate from your estimation of the gospel will create a hollow space in your gospel and a corresponding emptiness in your soul. As that hollow space grows and the emptiness persists over years of avoidance or the out¼right elimination of certain truths you refuse to acknowledge, so too will your distaste for the true gospel. You will leave. God the Father, Jesus and The Holy Spirit, in your estimation, will all be evil. Herein is the inception of the unpardonable sin. It will occur when after years of experiencing the modus operandi of The Holy Ghost and not being able to benefit from it in the inner man, you conclude that He too has been lying and He can no longer be trusted.

Eph 3:17-19; (17)

(17)
“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love...”

A dwelling Christ can’t be evicted nor will He leave. As a Visitor, He must leave when you get sleepy. At the end of your day, all visitors must go home!

Ps 19:7a;

(7a)
“The law of Jehovah is perfect, converting the soul.”

If the law, which is the whole of the gospel, converts the soul; how can you leave it and die without Christ?


If after living the life, you decide the gospel no longer applies to you it can only be because it never really did.


You don’t have to leave, however. You can prove your soul is converted by allowing a dwelling Christ to be seen in you. All that God has ever asked me to do He has done through me. God will do in you all that He asks you to do through Him.


If you have never called upon the name of Jesus to be saved, call on Him now. Simple belief on the Name of Jesus will save you from eternal damnation. Everything else is left up to the Lord.


Trust Him to understand His own gospel message. He can give you an abundant life because He will be in charge of every aspect of it. He is well able to make you fit for the kingdom of God.


If Jesus is your Saviour, starting today, make Him your only Lord. Right now, give Him that dwelling place. He has called you to work toward the harvest, let Him do it through you. He has promised a good work in you, let Him perform it.


He will never leave you, and for this reason alone, you will never have to leave Him.


Why do they leave? John puts it as no one else can:

I Joh 2:19;

(19)
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”

They went out that they might be exposed as never being “Of” the same essence that we are “of”. Their leaving has proven that they never had the interrelationship with God, Jesus and the gospel that we have.


Never adapt the gospel to the appetites of man. It is finished. We must accept it as it is. But where does that leave us? We have all repeatedly, albeit temporarily, removed ourselves from the paths God has shown us.

Are we any better than they? Who’s to say which of us have removed ourselves from salvation?
Cogitate earnestly hereupon.
1.
Am I in this to promote myself or to corroborate the gospel of the kingdom of God?

2.
In performing my duties or fulfilling my vows, who am I seeking to glorify?

3.
In seeking truth, do I deny myself or do I deny the change the Truth requires of me?
4.
Is Jesus the only one in this relationship that is required to sacrifice His life? What about me?

5.
Paul said that being a living sacrifice was my reasonable service. When will my being a living sacrifice sound reasonable to me?

6.
In the gospel I must deny myself, pick up my cross and follow Jesus daily. When have I done anything for the Lord on a daily basis?

7.
Why is my agenda so much more important than the agenda of the kingdom of God?

If we allow The Holy Spirit to strengthen us in the inner man, He has but One Thing to strengthen us with: Himself. A dwell¼ing Jesus is the surest sign of an active Holy Ghost.


We weren’t created to be self-sufficient entities freed from our creator. God did not fabricate man through let there be. Man was not man until God breathed Himself into man.


Since Life and death cannot occupy the same soul, He left when man decided to seek a relationship with death. As Life ruled through Adam before the fall, so death reigned in him and his offspring until Jesus came. Through Jesus, God was able to breath Himself into the souls of mankind. He has promised to remain for ever and never again allow man to be subject to the death of separation from Him.


The only way you can leave, and having left, see only evil in Jesus, is because that Life in Jesus was never received by faith in the inner man.


This is not carnality. Carnality is open rebellion against the growth of the inner man; this is the elimination of the possibility of that growth of the inner man.


Turn ye, seek His face! This day!


Turn! Whether you are carnal or are as yet unsaved!


Turn! Give up the battle against changes in your life!


Turn! Before it’s everlastingly too late!


Turn and accept the gospel as it is; seek not to change it!


Turn and allow the gospel of Christ to change you!


Turn and change! Don’t just turn! Turn and Change!


You can’t ignore gospel truths and make them go away!


What truth are you hiding from?


Which truth are you avoiding?


How many truths have you eliminated from the gospel?


Those truths and your current relationship to them are the real reasons you are where you are today.


Oh! But if you let those truths change you!


If you let that perfect law convert you!


If you let The Holy Spirit strengthen you!


If you let Jesus dwell in you!


If you let the fruit of The Spirit grow up out of you!


If you let Christ be seen in you!


You won’t be going anywhere God didn’t send you!


You won’t be doing what God told you not to do!


Everywhere you go, you’ll go shouting!


Everything you do, you’ll do shouting!


No, you’ll never leave!

What must you do to be saved?
Pray this prayer, believing that Jesus hears you:

 “Lord Jesus, I need you, Please forgive me. Please come into my life and make me the type of person you want me to be. I now receive you as my Savior and Lord. Thank you for forgiving me and for bringing me new life in You. In the Name of Jesus and to the glory of God our Father, I pray.

Amen.


Jesus said that if you come to Him, He would in no way turn you away. When He said “everlasting life”, He meant just that. Ever lasting means “Lasting For Ever”.

